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During the season of Lent we have been talking about commitment and about deepening our 
relationship with God.  I have spoken about Lent as a time to think and to pray about our journey of faith -- 
who we are as Christians.  Some view Lent as a dark season, a time to focus on our sinfulness as human 
beings.  It is, indeed, important to realize that we have all done things that are hurtful to God and to 
members of God's creation, and we are called to repent.  However, the word "Lent" itself means "Spring."  
To me this indicates that this is not only a time to focus on the darkness of the Cross or our sinfulness as 
human beings.  It is also a time of rebirth.  It is, as I preached in my sermon on Feb. 17, an opportunity to 
be reborn in faith, to allow God to enter our lives in ways that perhaps we have not allowed God to do in 
the past. 

 
Of course, after the relative darkness and solemnity of the Lenten season, we have the glory of 

Easter.  We join together in the celebration of Christ's Resurrection, the most clear and beautiful symbol of 
rebirth.  This is the very reason for the existence of Christian faith -- we worship the risen Christ.  We fill 
our churches with the beauty and scent of flowers, we change the black-draped cross of Good Friday to the 
sparkling white of Easter.  For generations Christians have been celebrating Easter as sort of the "official" 
beginning of spring (it's traditionally the first day women can wear white shoes, you know).  As we 
celebrate the emergence of Christ from the tomb, we remember our own "rebirth" as Christians, after the 
soul-searching of Lent. 

 
In this mixture of Lenten soul-searching and celebrating the new life we all have in Christ, it is my 

hope that we will become more committed Christians.  In light of that, and in light of the fact that we have 
had a number of new people worship with us in recent months, I plan to begin a "new members" class the 
Sunday after Easter, following the worship service.  While one doesn't have to be a member of a church to 
be a committed Christian, church membership allows one to formalize that commitment by uniting with a 
congregation. 

 
It is my hope that those of you who are new around here, those of you who have been around a 

while but who have never formally joined the church, and even those of you who have been members for 
years, will join us in this exploration of church membership.  Why am I asking you to "go to school" in 
order to join the church?  The Church believes (and I believe) that it is important to know what you're 
getting into before you become a church member.  This makes it sound all big and scary, but there won't be 
homework or tests, the classes won’ t go on for hours and hours or months and months, and we will be �
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fairly informal about it.  I want to talk to you about (and get your input on) what it means to be a member of 
a church, specifically St. Mark's United Church of Christ.  We'll talk about the history of this congregation 
(no lengthy history lessons, just an idea of who this church is), a little bit about the Protestant denomination 
to which we belong, the United Church of Christ, and other related topics.  �
�

Joining us in this "exploration church membership" will not obligate you to join St. Mark's.  
Although I hope you will participate, I won't make you speak up in class if you are not comfortable doing 
so.  In other words, while I ask you to attend these gatherings if you are interested in joining our 
congregation, I certainly do not intend to punish anyone.  I want to get to know you better and for you to get 
to know our church better.  

 
Think about it during the rest of this Lenten season, as you pray about the many ways in which you 

can deepen your commitment to your faith.  Let these coming weeks be a time for you to discern where you 
are in your faith journey and where God is calling you to go.   

 
May God guide all of us and hold us close. 

 
Grace and peace, 

Pastor Gold 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, March 20  Maundy Thursday Potluck Dinner  &  Service 6:00 p.m. Potluck dinner  
           7:30 p.m. Worship 
          
Fr iday, March 21   Good Fr iday Worship Service                                 7:30 p.m.  
 
Sunday, March 23  EASTER CELEBRATION!  
 
 

 

continued from page 1 
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               GREETERS    READERS  TREATERS 
 
Mar. 2 Melissa    Sheila    Melissa 
Mar. 9 Alta     Amy    Priscilla 
Mar. 16 Frieda & Rudy  Alta      Cathy & Donnie 
Mar.23 Gail         Gail   
Mar, 30 Mary C.   Anna    Mary C.  
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Sunday, March 2 Chesapeake Assoc. Leadership Banquet         5:30 p.m.  
 
Sunday, March  9 Daylight Savings Time Begins  
 
Saturday, Apr il 5 Chesapeake Assoc. Spr ing Association Meeting 12 noon – 3 p.m.  

 Zion, Perry Hall – Registration begins at 11:30 a.m.  
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
June 13-15, 2008—Central Atlantic Conference Annual Meeting at the University of Delaware.  
 
This year ’s meeting will feature Rev. John Thomas, president and general minister  of the United 
Church of Chr ist, as our  keynote speaker .  
 
The theme of this year’s meeting will be “ IMAGINE—A New Church is Possible,”  and the planning 
committee is now putting together a program that we hope will inspire our congregations as they pursue 
their particular ministries. Registration materials will be distributed in March.  More details will also be 
provided on the website of the Central Atlantic Conference at www.cacucc.org. 
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Alexander Kern 03-17 

Lois Benson 03-24 
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